
Wedding FAQs 

REHEARSALS  

1. Who do I contact for anything related to rehearsals/wedding arrangements?  

Our volunteer Rosalie Mucci 860-306-7389 romucci@aol.com. 
2. Who do I contact for anything related to music? Juan A. Mesa 209-947-

0903 mesaja@gmail.com.  
3. Can I bring my own organist? Yes. Please contact our organist Juan A. 

Mesa 209-947-0903, mesaja@gmail.com.  
4. Can I bring in my own singer? Yes. Please contact our organist Juan A. 

Mesa 209-947-0903, mesaja@gmail.com.  

5. Can I bring my own priest? Yes. Any priest coming to celebrate your 

wedding from outside the Archdiocese of Boston will require a letter of 

good standing, this won’t apply if the priest belongs to the Archdiocese of 

Boston. 

6. Can we have same sex witnesses? The law does not specify any 

qualifications for the witnesses. 

  

MASS/CEREMONY 

 

1. What’s the length of the ceremony? About 45 minutes.  

2. What’s the length of the mass? 1 hour. 

3. What’s the difference between a mass and a ceremony? A nuptial mass is 

structured around the readings from the scripture and celebration of the 

Eucharist. The main difference between a nuptial mass and a marriage 

service is the components of the two ceremonies. A marriage service 

contains the same components as a nuptial mass with the expectation of the 

Eucharist. If you get married in a marriage service (a ceremony), you and 

your guests will not receive the holy communion.  

 

Structure of the nuptial mass is as follows (liturgy of the Eucharist and the 

Communion rite would be omitted on a ceremony):  

- Gathering rite 

- Liturgy of the word 

- Rite of marriage 

- Liturgy of the Eucharist 

- Communion rite 

- Concluding rite 

 

4. How long before the mass/ceremony our guests can start arriving? It 

depends if there is a wedding happening  

5. What happens if I am late? For respect to our volunteers & clergy, more 

than 30 minutes late would mean a cancellation of the wedding. 

 

 



BAPTISM/CONFIRMATION CERTIFICATES/MARRIAGE LICENSE 

  

1. Can I email a copy of my baptism/confirmation certificates? The 

Archdiocese requires that the bride and groom provide a hard copy to be 

mailed to the Parish Office. Do not send the original copies, please contact 

your parish for a hard copy since we will keep that copy permanently in 

your file. 

2. Can I have my certificates back? We will keep all copies for the archive. 

3. When should I apply for my marriage license? You can obtain your 

marriage license up to 90 days before your wedding 

4. Once I pick up our Marriage Certificate what should I do? What’s the 

process?  Please mail the marriage license to the Parish Office or drop it off 

Monday - Thursday 1:00pm - 4:00pm. Don’t fill it out, we will fill it out for 

you. 

5. Does the church give us the signed Marriage Certificate after our wedding? 

No, the Parish Office will mail the original copy to City Hall. If you need a 

copy, please call the town where your marriage license was issued. The 

office cannot provide you with a copy of your marriage license. 

6. Requirements to have before we schedule a meeting with the priest? We 

must receive the sacraments (baptism & confirmation) from both you and 

your fiancé, Letter of Permission (if needed) & the Pre-Cana Certificate of 

completion before we schedule a meeting with the priest. 

7. How far in advance can I send in my sacraments/documents? All documents 

to be send must be not older than 6 months.  

 

FLOWERS 

1. Can flowers be tied with ribbon or string to pews? Yes, they must be 

removed after the wedding.  We have a 5:00pm mass following your 

wedding. 

 

2. Can we have petals down the aisle thrown by flower girls? Yes, they must 

be cleaned after the wedding ceremony. We do have mass and events on 

Saturday and Sundays. Real flowers on the floor are very dangerous if a 

parishioner were to step on petals and slip (we do not have rugs). 
 
PAYMENTS 

  

1. What form of payment do you accept? Check, Cash, you can pay with a 

card online: https://bostonstleonard.sites.bostoncatholic.org/form/payment-

form?fid=3716.   

 

PRE-CANA TRANSFORMED IN LOVE 

  

1. Can I email a copy of the Pre-Cana Certificate? Yes, this is the ONLY 

document we will accept a copy of before the wedding. 

  

https://bostonstleonard.sites.bostoncatholic.org/form/payment-form?fid=3716
https://bostonstleonard.sites.bostoncatholic.org/form/payment-form?fid=3716


2. How long does this process take before scheduling the meeting with the 

priest? The moment we have all requirements needed; we will be able to 

schedule the meeting with the priest. The time that it could take depends on 

how long your parish takes in mailing your sacraments to us (which is 

usually a week or two weeks depending on the mailing, but it varies) and 

the date you schedule your Pre Cana course. Once you complete the Pre 

Cana course, you will be provided the certificate.   

PARKING FOR GUESTS 

Do you have parking for guests or Handicap parking? No but, there are different 

parking lots around the area. 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

1. How far/close are photographers allowed to go to capture images? Any 

distance is fine if the photographer is not on the altar.   

2. Can someone announce at the beginning of the ceremony on unplugged 

ceremonies to not use phones or cellular devices are out blocking 

photographers’ views? The announcement is a special request for the bride 

and groom. You may have someone make an announcement before the 

ceremony to be unplugged, not to block the photographer.  (Our policy is to 

silence or turn off cell phones, which is made by a Lector). 

 

PARKING OUTSIDE OF THE CHURCH 

1. Please contact Boston City Hall (617) 635-4500 for questions regarding 

drop off vehicles, buses, trolleys or any large vehicles. 

2. We will provide white cones for the drop off for your limousines.  They 

cannot park out front of the church to wait for the wedding party, this is a 

city regulation. 

3. For florists or other vendors, we don’t put the cones out, but they can park 

in front of the church.   

CELEBRATION AFTER THE WEDDING OUTSIDE OF THE CHURCH 

1. Can I have rice? NO RICE, CONFETTI WANDS OR CANNONS, NO 

STREAMER POPPERS, NO GLITTER 

2. Can I have flowers scattered down the aisle? Yes.  It will be required that 

you pick up all the flowers before the wedding leaves the church.  Please 

give the Parish Office the name and phone number of who will oversee 

cleaning the church. 

3. Can I have candles to be lit for decoration on the isle? No wax candles 

allowed. 

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=boston+city+hall&rlz=1C1SQJL_enUS927US927&sxsrf=ALiCzsbRoHmOmyUBeLsuIRFKEBsStEqYBA%3A1651860893611&ei=nWV1YvHcJO2v_QbKnZWQAg&ved=0ahUKEwixn6Cuvcv3AhXtV98KHcpOBSIQ4dUDCA4&uact=5&oq=boston+city+hall&gs_lcp=&sclient=gws-wiz

